Minutes of SCAA Annual General Meeting

18 July 10 at 230pm
Neurological Conference Centre, Royal Alfred Hospital, Prahran, Victoria
Present :

Welcome by Dominic Calcagno : The Annual General Meeting of the SCAA Spinocerebellar Australia Inc was formally opened by our Vice President Dominic Calcagno who welcomed everyone present and our speaker
Speaker Prof Steve Bottomley, Monash University on Molecular Adventures into Protein Misfolding and the SCAs Discussed how the DNA in a person’s cell will alter the correct formation of a healthy cell.  Professor Bottomley believes that the study and understanding of this cell transformations may lead to treatment of many diseases.  This information will lead to better understanding of other conditions and eventually more knowledge about SCAs 
Apologies : None
Minutes of previous AGM Moved by Jane Tombs and seconded by Marie Dunn
President’s and or Treasurer’s and or Public Officer’s reports:
President :  Dominic Calcagno as Vice President thanked everyone especially Delma Calcagno
Treasurer : Henri Lausberg spoke on behalf of Gerarda Lausberg the Treasurer.  He reported that we have 2 bank accounts – one to earn interest – as well as petty cash.  In 2009 they were $3654.18 and $1779, but they had increased to $6438.65 and $2860.93 which with petty cash totalled $9407.73 and $166 of lanyards valued at $1 each totaled $9573.73
He thanked the new members and Roger and Muriel Thompson, Marie Dunn, Jane Tombs and the Gordon family for help swelling the coffers !

He also thanked Gerarda Lausberg for her work as Treasurer

Public Officer : Henri Lausberg kindly advised everyone that he has agreed to remain in this vital role. Many thanks from the committee too. Henri Lausberg thanked everyone for people’s friendship and trust whilst on the committee
All reports moved by Roger Thompson and seconded by Delma Calcagno
Nominations / Elections for SCAA Committee of Management 
President : Roger Thompson :  Nominated by Marie Dunn/Accepted

Vice President : Dominic Calcagno :  Nominated by himself/Accepted by Roger Thompson
Assistant to Vice President : Colin Wood :  Nominated by himself/Accepted by Melissa Gordon
Treasurer : POSITION REMAINS UNFILLED – SO PLEASE HELP IF YOU KNOW ANYONE !

Secretary :  Jane Tombs and Marie Dunn :  Nominated by themselves/Accepted

Public Officer : Henri Lausberg : Nominated by himself/Accepted
Ordinary committee members :

Melissa Gordon :  Nominated by Delma Calcagno/Accepted

Debora Crow :  Nominated by Jane Tombs/Accepted

Mary Gordon :  Nominated by Jane Tombs/Accepted

Sue Stapleton : Nominated by Dominic Calcagno/Accepted

New President Roger Thompson opened the remaining meet ing at 355 pm and welcomed the new committee
Next committee meeting venue discussed :  Monbulk, Lausbergs’ village in Lilydale, Prahran Community Room where original bbq.  Action :  Jane Tombs to investigate
Next social decided as Sun 5 Sep at West Beach Bathers’ Pavilion again –  more info on web
NB dog beach too.  Action : Jane Tombs to book
ID Card :  information and laminated credit card size to be discussed at next committee meeting.  Action : committee to discuss

SCAA Flier – drafts passed around. Decided to add Graphic Artist’s name too.  Action : passed to Roger Thompson
Other business :  
1 David Phillips kindly offered his help with fundraising and mentioned how he had met with Prof Storey who was also keen on media coverage too.  Many thanks !  Roger Thompson asked David Phillips if he would like to join the committee too but sadly he resisted.  Action : committee to discuss fundraising

2 International Ataxia Awareness Day – always 25 Sep – sadly Grand Final week.  Jane Timms suggested as UK they do Wheely Wobbly Walk. Lilliana Dimascio ( Queensland visitor ) raised subject and asked for bulk fliers but sadly Jane Timms could not guarantee date of production.  Action :  Committee to chase flier and activity too
3 T-shirts were also raised by Lilliana Mascio but Jane Timms had advised they had been researched and suggested Queensland supporters might get the great ones from USA NAF in Generations magazine passed around

4 Christine Murphy advised that she knew of many people with SCA in Ballarat area.  Action : Committee to invite to next meetings
Next meeting Sun 14 Nov decided and Occupational Therapist Speaker Bronwyn Farquhar – friend of Dr Rob Postlethwaite – previous counsellor speaker
Treasurer’s Post Scriptum."The accounts  of our incorporated association containing the financial particulars required by section 30(3) of the Asociations Incorporation Act 1981 were presented to the members at the meeting.
For those not present, the page summing up the financial position at the end of the financial year 2009/2010 is enclosed." 
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Close AGM 415 pm
